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CHAPTER 7—The 1920’s (1920-1932)

The post-war period was more turmoil in the US, after the shock of the war and the enormous changes that affected everyone as the US moved into the dominant position in the global economy.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SclJ94h2oyQ&feature=related 


Great example of how periods get stereotyped—the Roaring 20’s is an indication of how history is written by the winners because WBA estimates that the “good times” were only for the top 10% of the population even though “substantial numbers of workers bare subsistence levels, thanks in part to extended consumer credit” (p. 315)—the unequal distribution of wealth grew but was almost unnoticed until, as a result of this disparity, the economy collapsed in 1929—“Never before, here or anywhere else, has a government been so completely fused with business,” stated the US Chamber of Commerce (Roark, p. 571)

One of the most important aspects of the period was the development of a rural vs. urban culture—[see map on p. 583]—similar to the US in 2011 with sectionalism—by the end of the 1920s, 40% of the country’s farmers had lost their land while 90% of rural homes had no indoor plumbing, gas or electricity—the urban political machines, supported by population growth, began to dominate and the rural areas rebelled, as the Tea Party is doing in 2011—the stereotype of rural America was 

· White (even though this was not statistically accurate because many blacks, Chicanos and Asian Americans lived in rural areas)

· Very religious—almost exclusively Protestant while city residents were Catholics, Jews and atheists
· Abstinent of alcohol and sex

· “True Americans” as contrasted to the immigrants

· Politically conservative-in contrast to the socialists

· English-speaking—while city residents spoke English (if at all) as a second language)

This conflict was the basis for the revival of The Ku Klux Klan, which broadened its list of hatred to include socialism, unionism, immigration, feminism, Jewish, immigration, divorce—the Imperial Wizard Hiram Wesley Evans stated: ”One by one all our traditional moral values went by the boards or were so disregarded that they ceased to be binding. The sacredness of our Sabbath, of our homes, of chastity, and finally even the right to teach our own children in schools [were] fundamental facts and truths torn away from us/” ((Roark, p. 584)
Great article—Making the Klan Visible Again—“the era in which the Klan attracted its largest membership was the 1920s. And, interestingly, the 1920s Klan was not centered in the South, nor was its ideology as single-mindedly focused on race.”—“the Klan served different purposes in different communities, but that in general, it represented mainstream social and political concerns, not those of a disaffected fringe group. Prohibition enforcement, crime, and a variety of other community issues seemed most responsible for the Klan's great popularity in these states and communities."

http://chnm.gmu.edu/courses/hist409/klan.html   

ELECTION OF 1920—[see map on p. 564]--Warren G. Harding, the first US President to be born after the Civil War, easily beat Ohio Governor James M. Cox and an insurgent Democrat, FDR—WBA offers the belief that the country was tired of social turmoil, so Harding claimed that the country need “restoration not revolution”--after the war, the Red Scare and the post-war strikes (steel, Seattle, Boston police)—a “business government,” with Andrew Mellon and Herbert Hoover in the cabinet—unemployment was 20% and bankruptcies among farmers rose 100%--as Coolidge said, “the business of America is business”

“The Ohio Gang”—the inner circle—played poker and got government contracts—Harry Daugherty, who managed Harding’s campaign, was named Attorney-General—Daugherty’s secretary, Jess Smith, had been selling paroles and liquor licenses in Ohio

Harding bio (1 minute)

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=24U90KxaYQc&feature=related 


Andrew Mellon named Secretary of the Treasury and held the position from 1921-1932, arguably one of the most powerful individuals in the country during the 20s—the issue was payment of debts developed during World war I, mainly through the institution of the federal income tax-- Mellon's plan had four main points:
1. Cut the top income tax rate from 77 to 24 percent 

2. Cut taxes on low incomes from 4 to 1/2 percent 

3. Reduce the Federal Estate tax 

4. Efficiency in government 

Mellon believed that the income tax should remain progressive, but with lower rates than those enacted during World War I. He thought that the top income earners would only willingly pay their taxes if rates were 25% or lower. Mellon proposed tax rate cuts, which Congress enacted in the Revenue Acts of 1921, 1924, and 1926. The top marginal tax rate was cut from 73% to 58% in 1922, 50% in 1923, 46% in 1924, 25% in 1925, and 24% in 1929. Rates in lower brackets were also cut substantially, relieving burdens on the middle-class, working-class, and poor households.
Coolidge speech as VP candidate attacking taxes (1:05) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7rYA_U5Zz0&feature=related 

The Teapot Dome Scandal was an unprecedented bribery scandal and investigation during the White House administration of President  Harding. It was regarded as the benchmark in political corruption in the United States until Watergate. Fairly or not, the scandal also was a key factor in posthumously destroying the public reputation of Harding, who was extremely popular at the time of his death in office—Teapot Dome was an oil reserve in Wyoming that was transferred to the Department of the Interior, under the direction of Secretary of the Interior Albert Fall, who leased exploration rights to Harry Sinclair, founder of Sinclair Oil, and Edward Doheny, who had drilled in 1892 the first successful oil well in southern California, setting off the oil boom there—Doheny appears as a fictionalized character in Upton Sinclair’s Oil--it was found that in 1921, Doheny had lent Fall $100,000, interest-free, and that upon Fall's retirement as Secretary of the Interior, in March 1923, Sinclair also lent him a large amount of money. The investigation led to criminal prosecutions. Fall was indicted for conspiracy and for accepting bribes and was convicted of the latter charge and sentenced to a year in prison and fined $100,000, the same amount that Doheny had lent him. In another trial for bribery Doheny and Sinclair were acquitted, although Sinclair was subsequently sentenced to prison for contempt of the Senate and for employing detectives to shadow members of the jury in his case. The oil fields were restored to the U.S. government through a Supreme Court decision in 1927—
WBA proposes that the pressure of these scandals contributed to Harding’s depression and high blood pressure and to his early death, probably from a stroke on August 2, 1923 (WBA, p. 317) but
The death of Harding has become a historical mystery:

1. Natural causes

2. Medical negligence

3. Suicide—as he saw possible indictments coming. “I can deal with my enemies. It’s my goddam friends that have me walking the floor at night.”
4. Murder—maybe by his wife!!

The various theories are described in

http://www.trutv.com/library/crime/terrorists_spies/assassins/warren_harding/6.html 


After his death, Alice Roosevelt Longworth stated:”Harding was not a bad man. He was just a slob.”


CALVIN COOLIDGE

Was VP--Coolidge was in Vermont visiting his family home, which had neither electricity nor a telephone, when he received word by messenger of Harding's death. Coolidge dressed, said a prayer, and came downstairs to greet the reporters who had assembled. His father, a notary public, administered the oath of office in the family's parlor by the light of a kerosene lamp at 2:47 am on August 3, 1923; Coolidge then went back to bed. Coolidge returned to Washington the next day, and was re-sworn by Justice Adolph A. Hoehling, Jr. of the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia, as there was some confusion over whether a state notary public had the authority to administer the presidential oath
[image: image1.png]



FDR was barely noticed but in 12 years would be a “history-changer”--he had been Asst. Secretary of the Navy during the war and an insurgent/anti-Tammany Democrat in New York state, first elected in 1910 to the state Senate, and re-elected in 1912, but resigned on March 17, 1913 to become assistant US Secretary of the Navy--struck by polio/Guillain-Barre Syndrome in August, 1921 at Campobello Island—elected governor of New York in 1928 when Al Smith ran for president—re-elected in 1930—had Frances Perkins and Harry Hopkins as “brain trust”

Will H. Hays--was the namesake of the Hays Code for censorship of American films, chairman of the Republican National Committee (1918–1921) and U.S. Postmaster General from 1921 to 1922—served as Harding’s campaign manager—in 1922, he became the head of Motion Picture Producers and Distributors of America (MPPDA)-- the goal of the organization was to renovate the image of the movie industry in the wake of the Roscoe "Fatty" Arbuckle rape and murder scandal and amid growing calls by primarily Protestant groups for federal censorship of the movies—at the very time when the  “flappers” were changing the public role of some women, almost in reaction The Production Code listed three "General Principles":

1. No picture shall be produced that will lower the moral standards of those who see it. Hence the sympathy of the audience should never be thrown to the side of crime, wrongdoing, evil or sin. 

2. Correct standards of life, subject only to the requirements of drama and entertainment, shall be presented. 

3. Law, natural or human, shall not be ridiculed, nor shall sympathy be created for its violation. 

Specific restrictions were spelled out as "Particular Applications" of these principles:

· Nudity and suggestive dances were prohibited. 

· The ridicule of religion was forbidden, and ministers of religion were not to be represented as comic characters or villains. 

· The depiction of illegal drug use was forbidden, as well as the use of liquor, "when not required by the plot or for proper characterization." 

· Methods of crime (e.g. safe-cracking, arson, smuggling) were not to be explicitly presented. 

· References to alleged "sex perversion" (such as homosexuality) and venereal disease were forbidden, as were depictions of childbirth. 

· The language section banned various words and phrases that were considered to be offensive. 

· Murder scenes had to be filmed in a way that would discourage imitations in real life, and brutal killings could not be shown in detail. 

· "Revenge in modern times" was not to be justified. 

· The sanctity of marriage and the home had to be upheld. 

· "Pictures shall not infer that low forms of sex relationship are the accepted or common thing." 
· Adultery and illicit sex, although recognized as sometimes necessary to the plot, could not be explicit or justified and were not supposed to be presented as an attractive option. 

· Portrayals of miscegenation were forbidden. 

· "Scenes of Passion" were not to be introduced when not essential to the plot. 

· "Excessive and lustful kissing" was to be avoided, along with any other treatment that might "stimulate the lower and baser element." 
PROHIBITION--known as The Noble Experiment, is the period from 1920-1933, during which the sale, manufacture, and transportation of alcohol for consumption were banned nationally as mandated in the Eighteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution.


Last Call: The Rise and Fall of Prohibition by Daniel Okrent (2010)—Americans have always been “hard drinking”—Washington had a still on his farm and bought liquor as a campaign device when running for the House of Burgesses,, Madison drank a pint of whiskey a day—liquor was safer than water and cheaper than tea—remember Shay’s Rebellion?—by 1890, the census showed 300,000 saloons, the majority owned by first-generation immigrants and financed by the breweries, like Adolphus Busch—Busch, who named his beer for the Bavarian town of Budweis, was the Carnegie of the brewing industry: created a vertical trust (brewing, pasteurizing, bottling, transportation, selling, advertising)—eventually alcohol taxes accounted for 1/3 of all federal revenues—the Temperance movement:

· [image: image2.jpg]B



Supported women suffrage, believing women were more likely to support prohibition

· Claimed drinking contributed to “moral decay” of the country

· Supported anti-immigrant hysteria

· Supported anti-German feelings during WWI—trying to make drinking beer “a disloyal act”

· Campaigned for the federal income tax to make up for lost revenues

· Made this single issue a political campaign controversy

Under substantial pressure from the temperance movement, the United States Senate proposed the Eighteenth Amendment on December 18, 1917. The first ban on alcohol was in 1657 by the General Court of Massachusetts—by 1881, the state of Kansas included prohibition in its constitution and Carrie Nation, a formidable woman who was 6’ tall, weighing 175 pounds, enforced it by walking into saloons with an ax-- having been approved by 36 states, the 18th Amendment was ratified on January 16, 1919 and became effective on January 16, 1920. Some state legislatures had already enacted statewide prohibition prior to the ratification of the 18th Amendment.


The "Volstead Act," the popular name for the National Prohibition Act, passed through Congress over President Woodrow Wilson's veto on October 28, 1919 and established the legal definition of intoxicating liquor. Though the Volstead Act prohibited the sale of alcohol, it did little to enforce the law. The illegal production and distribution of alcohol, or bootlegging, became rampant, and the national government did not have the means or desire to enforce every border, lake, river, and speakeasy in America. By 1925, in New York City alone, there were anywhere from 30,000 to 100,000 speakeasy clubs. 

Many famous figures, including Al Capone, Bugsy Moran, Jay Gatsby, Meyer Lansky Eliot Ness, Lucky Luciano were involved in creating an underground economy, just as drugs exists today—Samuel Bronfman, owner of Joseph Seagram & Sons, and Joseph Kennedy became millionaires---began stock car racing as a “sport” when  the 
moonshiners” like Lee Petty and Junior Johnson tried to outrun “the revenuers”—Samuel Walgreen expanded his chain of drug stores from 20 to 525 by selling “Richardson’s Concentrated Sherry Wine Bitters,” which contained 47.5% (95 proof) alcohol—the bitter taste of bootleg led to the creation of the “highball,” with ginger ale and tonic water
THE CAR CULTURE


The development by Henry Ford of mass production led to an astounding growth of auto production and use and the transformation of the US—by 1929, one in four Americans was employed in the auto, or auto-related industry—led to dependence on oil production and refining and eventually to current disputes in the Middle East oil producing countries—economy expanded with service stations, motels, drive-in restaurants, steel, flat glass, tires, and highway construction—

Auto productivity increased by 32% between 1922-1929, even though wages only increased 8%--may have been a cause of the depression—[map on p. 571 shows manufacturing sites across country][photo on p. 570 of Henry/Edsel Ford]

General Motors—created by Billy Durant in 1908 as a holding company for Buick—acquired Oldsmobile (named for inventor Louis Olds) in 1908 and Cadillac and Oakland in 1909 and the Rapid Motor Vehicle Company of Pontiac, Michigan, the predecessor of GMC Truck. A Rapid became the first truck to conquer Pikes Peak in 1909—when Durant had financial problems, the DuPont family invested and controlled GM until 1950

In 1926, GM created the Pontiac as a "companion" to the Oakland brand, an arrangement that lasted five years. The companion outsold its parent during that period, by so much that the Oakland brand was terminated and the division was renamed Pontiac.

GM surpassed Ford Motor Company in sales in the late 1920s thanks to the leadership of Alfred P. Sloan, the corporate visionary became president of GM in 1923 and Chairman of the Board in 1937. While Ford continued to refine the manufacturing process to reduce cost, Sloan was inventing new ways of managing a complex worldwide organization, while paying special attention to consumer demands. Car buyers no longer wanted the cheapest and most basic model; they wanted style, power, and prestige, which GM offered them. Sloan did not neglect cost, by any means; when it was proposed Chevrolet should introduce safety glass, he opposed it because it threatened profits. Thanks to consumer financing via GMAC (founded 1919) easy monthly payments allowed far more people to buy GM cars than Ford, as Henry Ford was opposed to credit on moral principles. (Nevertheless, Ford did offer similar credit arrangements with the introduction of the Model A in the late 1920s but Ford Credit did not exist until 1959.)

At GM, Sloan created a top-down structure with clearly defined components, pulling together previously independent companies--tension between local decisions and corporate decisions—the social contract—invented the annual style change but also provided, as a member of the Opel Board of Directors, important technology to Nazi Germany, and it has been claimed that their blitzkrieg invasion of Poland could not have been successful without the technology they got from Sloan and GM—GM led in global auto sales from 1931 to 2008—

The development of the “Car Culture”—by 1929, 25% of American workers were employed, directly or indirectly, in the auto industry—mobility and status

1. Mass production—productivity rose 32% while wages increased only 8%--the total standardization of the work process--

2. [image: image3.jpg]


“Welfare capitalism”-- management control of the workplace and workers-- promoted by business leaders during a period marked by widespread economic insecurity, social reform activism, and labor unrest, it was based on the idea that Americans should look not to the government or to labor unions but to the workplace benefits provided by private-sector employers for protection against the fluctuations of the market economy-- The benefits offered by welfare capitalist employers were often inconsistent and varied widely from firm to firm. It often included minimal benefits such as cafeteria plans and company-sponsored sports teams as well as more extensive plans providing retirement benefits, health care, and employee profit-sharing—also began Employee Representation Plans (ERPs) to avoid unionism—
3. Henry Ford was ahead-- he set a new, reduced workweek, although the details vary in different accounts. Ford and Crowther in 1922 described it as six 8-hour days, giving a 48-hour week, while in 1926 they described it as five 8-hour days, giving a 40-hour week (Apparently the program started with Saturdays as workdays and sometime later it was changed to a day off.) Ford says that with this voluntary change, labor turnover in his plants went from huge to so small that he stopped bothering to measure it—Ford would also send out agents to visit workers at their homes to evaluate cleanliness and to make sure they attended church--
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The first “motel” in San Luis Obispo, CA --the plaque on the building reads, "Motel Inn. This is the site of the world's original and first motel. Construction started in 1925 at a cost of $80,000. The word 'motel' was first thought of here by architect Arthur Heinemen--for $1.25 a night, guests were issued a two-room bungalow with a kitchen and a private adjoining garage. All the units faced a central courtyard which housed the swimming pool and included picnic tables for social gatherings.
5. The first drive-in restaurant was Kirby's Pig Stand, which opened in Dallas, Texas, in 1921
6. In 1928, City Center Bank in Kansas City, MO, President R. Crosby Kemper opened what is considered the first drive-up window.
7. On June 6, 1933, the first drive-in movie was opened on Crescent Blvd in Camden, NJ by Richard Hollingshead, who had a vision of an open-air movie theater where moviegoers could watch from their own cars. He experimented in his own driveway at 212 Thomas Avenue, Camden, New Jersey by mounting a 1928 Kodak projector on the hood of his car, projected onto a screen he had nailed to trees in his backyard, and used a radio placed behind the screen for sound--the first patent for the Drive-In Theater (United States Patent# 1,909,537) was issued to Hollingshead on May 16, 1933. With an investment of $30,000, he opened the first drive-in on Tuesday June 6, 1933 in Camden. The price of admission was 25 cents for the car and 25 cents per person. Great article on the first drive-in 

http://inventors.about.com/library/weekly/aa980121.htm 
COOLIDGE BECOMES  PRESIDENT

Although many of Harding's cabinet appointees were scandal-tarred, Coolidge announced that he would not demand any of their resignations, believing that since the people had elected Harding, he should carry on Harding's presidency, at least until the next election--he addressed Congress when it reconvened on December 6, 1923, giving a speech that echoed many of Harding's themes, including immigration restriction and the need for the government to arbitrate the coal strikes then ongoing in Pennsylvania. Coolidge's speech was the first Presidential speech to be broadcast to the nation over the radio--Just before the Republican Convention began, Coolidge signed into law the Revenue Act of 1924, which decreased personal income tax rates while increasing the estate tax, and creating a gift tax to reinforce the transfer tax system
1924 ELECTION—

Calvin Coolidge for the Republicans, where the Klan had some impact--platform included:
support for tax reductions and the limitation on government's role in American society; 

· tariff protection for American industry, as provided in the recently enacted Fordney-McCumber Tariff; 

· U.S. participation in international arms reduction programs and membership in the World Court. 

John W. Davis, a conservative Democrat and corporate lawyer for JP Morgan, won the Democratic nomination on the 103rd ballot at the convention over Al Smith, and again the Klan had an impact—the Democratic –platform included:

· a graduated income tax; 

· tough enforcement of antitrust laws; 

· public works projects to alleviate unemployment; 

· farm relief with more accessible credit and crop price subsidies; 

· a tariff reduction; 

· Philippine Islands independence; 

· a referendum on the League of Nations
[image: image5.jpg]


Robert “Fighting Bob” LaFollette of WI ran as candidate from the revived Progressive Party, with a platform of

· public management and conservation of natural resources; 

· government ownership of the railroads and power-generating resources; 

· acknowledgement of workers' right to unionize and bargain collectively; 

· elimination of child labor; 

· dissolution of monopolies; 

· curbs on the use of injunctions; 

· opposition to the conservative policies of Treasury Secretary Andrew Mellon. 


CALVIN COOLIDGE PRESIDENCY—“the business of government is business”—tax cuts and minimal federal intervention in any aspect of the economy—Henry Cantwell. Wallace (not to be confused with his son, Henry Agard Wallace) as secretary of agriculture, a man who created cooperative marketing arrangements—

Economic revival with the US as the dominant industrial power—Germany paying some reparations—number of telephones doubled between 1915-1930—increase in indoor plumbing and bathrooms fixtures became standard in “middle-class” homes—health and life expectancy improved—in 1927, telephone service between San Francisco and Manila-

The rise of the Modern Corporation


1,200 mergers in 1929 as conglomerates expanded—
A substantial part of the changes were Supreme Court decisions which rejected any government regulation of business or the workplace:

1. Bailey v. Drexel Furniture (1922)—struck down a prohibitive special tax on child labor

2. Adkins v. Children’s Hospital (1923) --The court struck down a Congressional act authorizing a Wage Board for the District of Columbia from setting minimum wages for women workers. In a dissent, Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes wrote: “The criterion of constitutionality is not whether we believe the law to be for the public good.”-- Holmes, noted that there were plenty of other constraints on contract (e.g. blue laws, usury laws, etc.).

Herbert Hoover promoted “efficiency, as an engineer and to create exports--endorsed the standardization of every aspect of life: nuts and bolts, tires, mattresses, electric fixtures—the engineers rule—as Secretary of Commerce, he supported unregulated markets and convened the first national conference in unemployment in 1921—the first hint that a government had some responsibility for helping with a structural problem--

[image: image6.jpg]



Electrification—the second industrial revolution—electrification also raised the issue of private v public ownership, a debate that would grow more intense during the New Deal—Mayor Tom Johnson of Cleveland in 1907 founded the Cleveland Public Power (previously known as Municipal Light, or Muny), founded in 1893—Johnson had become wealthy by inventing the fare box for streetcars but was influenced by the Henry George campaign and supported public ownership—CPP was to supplement the CEI private power company--
New products changed 

· work practices and locations
· productivity

· home life—gender roles—see chart on increase in refrigerators (GE, with Gerard Swope as president from 1922-1939, became a major supporter of electrification since it expanded consumer demand) 

· leisure time

· culture—mass communications and a national culture—
· radios and radio stations: WWJ was first station in Detroit in 1920—in 1921, the first baseball broadcast—1922, the first radio commercial—factories expanded to produce radios and components (RCA, Philco)—in 1926, RCA created the National Broadcasting Co., headed by David Sarnoff--Coolidge's inauguration was the first presidential inauguration broadcast on radio and on  December 6, 1923, Coolidge was the first President whose address to Congress was broadcast on radio. On February 22, 1924, he became the first President of the United States to deliver a political speech on radio
· Movies—MGM created in 1924—40 million viewers/week in 1922 and 100 million in 1929—escapism—media socialization—
· Popular national idols—Charlie Chaplin, Babe Ruth, Jack Dempsey, Rudy Vallee, Charles Lindbergh—“the Lone Eagle”—“the stuff of legends”--

The cultural divide between urban and rural—the “hickeys”—Lum and Abner started their radio show in 1931--As the co-owners of the Jot 'em Down Store in the then-fictional town of Pine Ridge, Arkansas—the Grand Ole Opry was first broadcast in 1925 on WSM as a one-hour “radio barn dance” and people listened on radios hooked up to automobile batteries
THE ROARING TWENTIES—became the stereotype for the whole period—economic prosperity was unevenly divided—a nation of lawbreakers during Prohibition—jazz and literature—“the Lost Generation” was the first counter-cultural movement--
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CONSUMER CULTURE—mass production brought increased living standards—money and status—emotional fulfillment with “things”—development of installment plans to get workers to extend purchasing power, usually with interest—the critics included Sinclair Lewis whose popular 1920 novel Main Street satirized the dull and ignorant lives of the residents of a Midwestern town. He followed with Babbitt, about a middle-aged businessman who rebels against his safe life and family, only to realize that the young generation is as hypocritical as his own—as one newspaper claimed “The first responsibility of an American  to his country is no longer that of a citizen, but of a consumer”--
ADVERTISING—George Creel—Ivy Lee, after the Ludlow massacre in 1914, when company police attacked a tent colony of 1,200 strikers and killed 2 adults and 11 children—magazines and radios—the creation of the consumer culture—Edward Bernays, a nephew of Freud, who worked at The Committee for Public Information, or the Creel Committee from WWI, was instrumental in the “mobilization” of public opinion and was called in his obituary “the father of public relations” and was called by Life Magazine one of the 100 most influential Americans—Bernays suggested that corporations could manipulate public emotions using slogans, symbols and images (Wall, p. 51)—used these symbols to “burnish their corporate images”--in the twenties, Bernays created the link between corporate sales campaigns and popular social causes, when--while working for the American Tobacco Company--he persuaded women's rights marchers in New York City to hold up Lucky Strike cigarettes as symbolic "Torches of Freedom"—“cigarettes are sexy”--even though Bernays was Jewish, his techniques were borrowed by Goebbels in Germany--

Nicola Sacco and Bartolemeo Vanzetti—arrested in 1921 for the robbery and murder of a paymaster and security guard at the Slater-Morrill Shoe Factory in South Braintree, MA on April15, 1920—part of the general attacks on political radicals

The Klan expands—former Populist Tom Watson was a supporter of the Klan--membership in Klan restricted to native-born, white, Protestant men and explicitly anti-foreign, anti-Catholic, anti-Semitic, anti-union, anti-Communist, with support for “better schools, improved law enforcement and traditional family values”—while it started in the rural areas of the south, among poor whites devastated by economic changes, it spread to working-class areas after The Great Migration and was utilized by employers to divide the growing union movement—had several million members at its peak and had a definite political impact
IMMIGRATION—as a reaction against the European War, the Red Scare and the increasingly conservative “national” culture, restrictive immigration laws were passed—foreigners were “un-American”—in 1917, Congress passed a literacy test for immigrants and prohibited the emigration of political radicals—in 1924, Congress passed The Johnson-Reid Act, which limited immigration from any specific country to 2% of those already in the country in 1890—supporters claimed that the US had become “the garbage can and dumping ground of the world”--directed against Chinese and Japanese—the National Origin Act of 1927 set a limit of 160,000 European immigrants, with 60% coming from Great Britain and fewer than 4% from Italy—as these laws cut down on the emigration of cheap labor, the restrictions on Mexican immigration were relaxed and they became the largest immigrant group, often working in agricultural camps but also migrating to Kansas City, Detroit and St. Louis—their immigration was supported by the large agricultural interests—
THE GREAT MIGRATION

The Great Migration was the movement of 2 million African Americans out of the Southern United States to the Midwest, Northeast and West from 1910 to 1930--enormous internal migration of black workers lured by ads and promises and forced out by the mechanization of agriculture—the boll weevil infestation of Southern cotton fields in the late 1910s forced many sharecroppers and laborers to search for alternative employment opportunities while the Great Mississippi Flood of 1927 displaced hundreds of thousands of African-American farmers and farm workers--World War I and the Immigration Act of 1924 effectively put a halt to the flow of European immigrants to the emerging industrial centers of the Northeast and Midwest, causing shortages of workers in the factories.  

Migrants took unskilled jobs in mass production factories, especially in the slaughterhouses in Chicago—in his book The Making of African America: The Four Great Migrations (2010), Ira Berlin of UMCP looks at four migrations:

1. the trans-Atlantic passage that brought slavery to North America in the 17th and 18th centuries

2. The forced movement of one million slaves from the East Coast to the inland cotton kingdom in the early 19th century

3. The Great Migration of 6 million blacks from the south to the north in the first half of the 20th century

4. The current influx of immigrants from Africa, South America and the Caribbean, which has accounted for 25% of the growth of the black population in the US


As a result of the Great Migration, black culture became very complex and the controversies in the black community grew—these issues would become more important after WWII, when the civil rights movement really became powerful: 

· Du Bois supported the “talented tenth,” and endorsed the Harlem Renaissance (The New Negro Movement), in an area where a black “middle class” lived—jazz and black literature—jazz developed from the unique call-and-response structure of black churches—Scott Joplin has the first ragtime hit in 1899, The Maple Leaf Rag—Three Plays for a Negro Theater (1917), written by white playwright Ridgley Torrance, was the first attempt to dramatize black life in a serious way—later the Apollo Theater, opened in 1914, became a cultural center--the legacy of the Harlem Renaissance is that it redefined how America, and the world, viewed the African-American population. The migration of southern Blacks to the north changed the image of the African-American from rural, undereducated peasants to one of urban, cosmopolitan sophistication. This new identity led to a greater social consciousness, and African-Americans became players on the world stage, expanding intellectual and social contacts internationally—also created a white backlash
· A. Philip Randolph led the organizing of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, starting in 1925 and finally got a contract in 1937—issued a charter by the AFL in 1935, the first all-black union to get recognition—C.L. Dellums and E.D. Nixon were original members of a movement which really changed the black working class community—freed slaves were the original hires—the culture of the porters was complex: both subservience and importance, a symbol of the changes in the black community after WWI—Rising From the Rails emphasizes the social mobility of the Pullman porters
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Marcus Garvey—black nationalism, based on the teaching of Booker T. Washington—self-help organizations—Garvey established a newspaper, the Black Cross Nurses, a chain of grocery stores, beauty parlors and the Black Star Line—advocated the return of blacks to Africa—supported a separatist movement—in 1917 he founded the Universal Negro Improvement Association (INA) to urge blacks to maintain racial purity and self-reliance.
· Dr. Ossian Sweet—(pp. 580-81)—the movement for residential integration—“the middle class”—note how Sweet is dressed and his background—social mobility is a major element of the civil rights movement
The Tulsa Riots--Racial unrest and violence against African Americans permeated domestic developments in the United States during the post-World War 1 era. From individual lynching to massive violence against entire African American communities, whites in both the North and the South lashed out against African Americans with a rage that knew few bounds.  From Chicago to Tulsa, to Omaha, East St. Louis, and many communities in between, and finally to Rosewood, white mobs pursued what can only be described as a reign of terror against African Americans during the period from 1917 to 1923, although the number of lynchings declined  from 64 in 1921 to 57 in 1922. In 1921 Tulsa was the site of one of the worst race riots in U.S. history. From the evening of May 31st, to the afternoon of June 1, 1921, more Americans killed fellow Americans in the Tulsa riot than probably anytime since the Civil War.
         The official death count in the days following the riot was around 35, but evidence has surfaced through an investigation to suggest that at least 300 people were killed. Rumors still persist that hundreds, not dozens, of people were killed and that bodies were crudely buried in mass graves, stuffed into coal mines and tossed into the Arkansas River. If so, the Tulsa race riot would go down as the worst single act of domestic violence on U. S. soil since the Civil War; worse than the 1965 Watts riot, the 1967 Detroit riot, the 1992 Los Angeles riot and the 1995 Oklahoma city bombing. 35 city blocks were destroyed in Tulsa, 10,000 left homeless. Property damage: $1.8 million.

        On May 30, 1921, reports circulated that a white female elevator operator was assaulted by a black shoeshine man. A 19-year-old African American shoeshine man named Dick Rowland entered the Drexal building downtown to use the segregated restroom. While approaching the elevator, which apparently hadn't stopped evenly with the floor, Mr. Rowland tripped and fell on the operator, a 17-year-old white girl named Sarah Page. Ms. Page not knowing it was accidental attempts to hit Rowland with her purse. Mr. Rowland grabbed Ms. Page, attempting to stop her assault. Ms. Page screamed, Mr. Rowland ran out of the elevator and the building. Ms. Page told the police that the man had attempted to criminally assault her. Ms. Page later changed her story and said he grabbed her. Authorities arrested Mr. Rowland and held him overnight in the county jail, though Ms. Page declined to press charges.
           The following day, the Tulsa Tribune ran a story in the afternoon edition headlined, "Nab Negro for Attacking Girl in Elevator," and added a racially charged editorial calling for a lynching. That evening a crowd of about 400 whites gathered around the jail, some say to help with or view the lynching. The local sheriff, determined that there would not be a lynching, surrounded Rowland and stationed six deputies with rifles/shotguns, on the courthouse roof--Shortly thereafter, the news reached the African American community and a group of about 25 African Americans, all armed head to the jail. The black district was called Greenwood, after Greenwood Avenue, and was one of the most successful and wealthiest African American communities in the United States during the early 20th Century. It was popularly known as America's "Black Wall Street" until the Tulsa Race Riot of 1921. The riot was one of the most devastating race riots in history and it destroyed the once thriving Greenwood community and the riot has often been referred to as “Greenwood.”
Numerous accounts described airplanes carrying white assailants firing rifles and dropping firebombs on buildings, homes, and fleeing families. The planes, six biplane two-seater trainers left over from World War I, were dispatched from the nearby Curtiss-Southwest Field (now defunct) outside of Tulsa. White law enforcement officials later claimed the sole purpose of the planes was to provide reconnaissance and protect whites against what they described as a "Negro uprising." However, eyewitness accounts and testimony from the survivors confirmed that on the morning of June 1, the planes dropped incendiary bombs and fired rifles at black Tulsans on the ground. 


A documentary called Before They Die was made about the Tulsa situation--http://beforetheydiemovie.com/  
Fabulous web site http://subliminal.org/tulsa/ 


THE WHITE BACKLASH—


RELIGIOUS FUNDEMENTALISM

Rejected social gospel and any but the most literal interpretation of the Bible—Bill Sunday, a radio preacher—Aimee Semple McPherson founded the International Church of the Foursquare Gospel in LA in 1927—she was the first woman to get a radio license and was the second most popular radio show in La in the late 1920s—she was a strong supporter of William Jennings Bryan during the scopes trial, believing with Bryan that Darwinism had undermined students' morality. According to McPherson, evolution "is the greatest triumph of Satanic intelligence in 5,931 years of devilish warfare, against the Hosts of Heaven. It is poisoning the minds of the children of the nation”—she had demonstrations of speaking-in-tongues and faith healing—later had a nervous breakdown, faked a kidnapping and died of a barbiturate overdose--
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May 5, 1925—John Scopes, a football coach and substitute high school teacher in Dayton, TN, was charged with violating Butler Act which made it unlawful "to teach any theory that denies the story of the Divine Creation of man as taught in the Bible, and to teach instead that man has descended from a lower order of animals" in any Tennessee state-funded school and university—George Rappleyea, a local mine owner, thought the trial would be publicity (and revenue) to the town so he offered to recruit a defense team—HG Wells turned him down and eventually Clarence Darrow agreed to lead the defense--The World Christian Fundamentals Association then got William Jennings Bryan to help with the prosecution—Scopes grew up in Salem, IL, Bryan’s home town--H. L. Mencken covered the trial for The Baltimore Sun, which was also paying part of the defense's expenses. It was Mencken who provided the trial with its most colorful labels such as the "Monkey trial" of "the infidel Scopes." It was also the first United States trial to be broadcast on national radio—the defense strategy involved a challenge to the anti-evolutionary thinking (Bryan insisted that men could not have been descended from monkeys) while the prosecution used the literal defense: did he teach evolution? Similar to every civil disobedience trial in the US, from the Cordwainers to the Berrigans—never a factual issue-the jury deliberated for 9 minutes before finding Scopes guilty—the TN Supreme Court overturned the verdict on a technicality and the Butler Act survived until 1967--the south in general, and Tennessee in particular, were ridiculed by the northern press--the town of Dayton, TN, now runs reenactments of the trial—
WORKERS STRUGGLES

Railroad Shopmen’s Strike (July, 1922)--“the greatest strike of the decade,” the railway shopmen’s strike, was provoked by a drastic wage cut in 1922 after improvements that grew during WWI--frustrated by the rail managers and the Railway Labor Board’s continuing intransigence, more than 400,000 shopcraft and other non-operating employees struck on July 1, 1922. Within two weeks, it was reported that as many 600,000 were out. The strikers included 4,000 workers in St. Paul and another 4,000 in Minneapolis, according to a Union Advocate article. The workers included machinists, boilermakers, sheet metal workers, blacksmiths, carmen and electrical workers. It did not include conductors, locomotive engineers and other operating employees. While they expressed sympathy for the strike, they continued to work, a decision that had serious consequences for the strikers. Almost from the beginning the federal government intervened on the side of the railroad companies. Attorney General Harry Daugherty secured a federal restraining order against the strike. Anyone who was in any way connected with the shop crafts was forbidden to do or say anything in furtherance of the strike. The legal basis of the injunction was the Sherman Anti-Trust Act. Any striker or supporter of the strike could be charged with conspiracy against the free flow of trade and commerce. The railroads remained free to dictate wages and working conditions, and to hire strikebreakers and an army of private guards to herd them on the job. The strike was crushed and many strikers blacklisted, never able to get their jobs back. In this way one union after another was destroyed—provoked passage of The Railway Labor Act in 1926
[image: image10.jpg]\ 4
Fighting B
g B

THE RIGHTEOUS REFORMER



Botany Strike (1926)--The best organized and most nearly successful strike of the decade was the textile strike at the German-owned Botany mills in Passaic, New Jersey, which  began in January 1926 as a result of a 10 percent wage cut imposed by many employers on workers in the woolen industry—39 nationalities included in the work force, mainly Poland, Russia, Hungary and Italy—50% of the workers were women—the IWW tried to organize in the famous strike of 1912 and the Amalgamated Textile Workers tried in 1919--The AFL United Textile Workers (UTW) and other textile unions had no presence in Passaic at the time but an organizing committee, calling itself the United Front Committee of Textile Workers, began agitation against the wage cut and soon recruited 1,000 members. When the committee presented demands to the employers to rescind the wage cut, a 44-hour work week, for time-and-a-half for overtime, and no discrimination against union members, the bosses fired all 45 members of the committee. That was when the strike began. Five thousand Botany workers walked out and spread the strike to the other mills in Passaic. Soon more than 15,000 workers were on strike, tying up the whole Passaic textile industry--the Passaic strike was organized and led from the beginning by a member of the Communist Party, Albert Weisbord. It was endorsed and supported by the CP-controlled Trade Union Educational League led by William Z. Foster, who was in charge of CP trade union work at the time—strike lasted until December, 1926, when the company gave in on some demands but the UTU was so weakened that the organization fell apart—the final contract was not signed until March 1, 1927—the strikers made a seven reel movie about the strike, The Passaic Textile Strike,  and five still exist in the Library of Congress- www.http://lccn.loc.gov/94503929        
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VAL-KILL INDUSTRIES—in what has been called “a retreat from the chaos of politics and an unhappy marriage,” Eleanor Roosevelt started an idealistic factory called Val-Kill Industries, supervising workshops for cabinetmakers, pewter  smiths and weavers while training “underemployed local farmers and their wives” to produce handicrafts—the shops remained open until 1936 and in 2011 the National Park Service is working on a restoration—the cottage was the only property that Eleanor owned and after the death of FDR in 1944, she made her residence there—it is a historical site for her today

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/05/arts/design/preserving-the-scrapbooks-of-history.html?_r=1&scp=8&sq=eve%20kahn&st=cse
FOREIGN EVENTS


Even though the isolationist feeling was high in the US, events were happened around the world that would bring the US into World war II

October 27-29, 1923—Benito Mussolini led his Fascist party (from the Roman fasces, or “bundle,” symbolizing “strength through unity”) to Rome and staged a coup—he became the Prime Minister—on January 3, 1925, Mussolini made a defiant speech before the Chamber in which he took responsibility for squadristi (paramilitary  groups called Blackshirts) violence (though he did not mention the assassination of socialist deputy Giacamo Matteotti). He also promised a crackdown on dissenters. Before his speech, MVSN (National Security Volunteer Militia--Milizia Volontaria per la Sicurezza Nazionale) detachments beat up the opposition and prevented opposition newspapers from publishing. Mussolini correctly predicted that as soon as public opinion saw him firmly in control the "fence-sitters", the silent majority and the "place-hunters" would all place themselves behind him. This is considered the onset of Mussolini's dictatorship
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November 8, 1923—a beer hall putsch in Munich, where Adolph Hitler leaps up on a table, fires two shots into the ceiling and declares “The National revolution has begun”—on November 9, 3,000 storm troopers marched on the center of Munich but were pushed back by police—Goering was shot and hidden in Austria and Hitler was arrested—

One of Hitler’s early supporters was Henry Ford, though the relationship has long been both controversial and debatable—Ford was well known in his fervent hatred towards Jewish people (a hatred shared by fellow super-financier J.P. Morgan) and Ford's flagrant financial and political backing of Adolf Hitler—in 1920 Henry Ford distributed a series of 81 articles in his newspaper, the Dearborn Independent, which focused on the "corruption" of Jews in American life. When "fighting filth," one of the articles professed, the fight carries you straight to the Jewish camp." The filth referred to was the American cinema-- In the same year Ford began financing the little known Adolf Hitler's anti-Jew, nationalist movement in Munich. It was Ford's funds (reported to be as high as $70,000) that helped finance Hitler's failed Bavarian rebellion in Munich. During Hitler's trial it was discovered that Ford's associates came in contact with Hitler's mentor Dietrich Eckart while trying to sell Germany tractors. Eckart asked for financial aid and got it almost immediately from Ford. Four days following Hitler's release from Landsberg prison, he stayed at the home of a wealthy friend where he received a new copy of Mein Leben und Werk (My Life and Work) by Henry Ford, a book he would revere and read carefully--Hitler hung Ford's picture on his wall and wrote in Mein Kampf that Ford was a great man who had confronted Jewish power; he quoted Ford's book extensively. Some of Ford's early quotes seem to be something straight out of Hitler's mouth: "The international financiers are behind all war. They are what is called the International Jew - German Jews, French Jews, English Jews, American Jews . . . the Jew is a threat." Hitler told a Detroit News reporter that he regarded "Henry Ford as my inspiration."

Billy Mitchell Trial--(October 28, 1925)--In the immediate postwar period, Mitchell was the assistant chief of the Army’s Air Service and began lobbying efforts for the establishment of an independent air force. He urged policy makers to develop strategic bombing capabilities for future wars and explore the use of polar air routes. Mitchell, much to the dismay of his superiors, staged highly publicized ship sinkings by aircraft as a means to make the point that the services should reduce their emphasis on battleships and increase their interest in airplanes. 

In 1925, Mitchell’s criticism of the Navy Department reached new heights in the wake of the loss of the dirigible Shenandoah, arguing that the tragedy was the result of criminal negligence. In December, he was court-martialed, found guilty of insubordination. Testifying for Mitchell were: Maj. Carl Spaatz, Maj. "Hap" Arnold, Maj. Gerald C. Brandt, and Eddie Rickenbacker. After 3 weeks of testimony, the non-flying judges brought in their verdict: guilty on all counts. He was suspended from service for five years without pay. Mitchell resigned from the Army in 1926 and spent the remainder of his life writing and lecturing on the need for a robust air force. He repeatedly argued that the United States needed the ability to take war directly to the industrial heart of enemy powers, a goal that could only be accomplished by strategic bombing campaigns. Some opposed that type of warfare on moral grounds because of the likelihood of heavy civilian casualties. Mitchell, however, maintained that such bombing was probably less costly than the trench warfare of World War I. Mitchell wrote a number of books advancing his ideas during these years, including Our Air Force (1921), Winged Defense (1925) and Skyways (1930)
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1927—Ralph Stanley born in Stratton, VA


Charles Lindbergh flies across the Atlantic (May 27, 1927)


Babe Ruth hits 60 home runs—1927 season


1928 ELECTION—when Coolidge decided not to run for another term, Hoover ran [image: image17.jpg]Tom JoHNSON
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against Al Smith and many Republicans thought Hoover was “too progressive”—Smith was Catholic, opposed to prohibition and obviously Irish and religious prejudice (“Rum and Romanism” as Dr. Samuel Burchard had called it in 1884, in attacking James G. Blaine) was important in the campaign, as it would be in 1960—Smith's Catholicism and perceived anti-Prohibitionism as well as association with Tammany Hall hurt him in the South, where several states were won by the Republicans for the first time since Reconstruction. However, in southern states with sizable African American populations (and where the vast majority of African Americans could not vote at the time), perception took hold of Hoover as being for integration or at least not committed to maintaining segregation, which in turn overcame all of these things. During the race, Mississippi Governor Theodore Bilbo claimed that Hoover had met with a black member of the Republican National Committee and danced with her.
Herbert Hoover (Republican)  % 58.2

Al Smith  (Democrat) %40.8

Norman Thomas (Socialist) % .07

William Z. Forster (Communist) % .01



Mexican Repatriation refers to a forced migration that took place between 1929 and 1939, when as many as one million people of Mexican descent were forced or pressured to leave the US. (The term "Repatriation," though commonly used, is inaccurate, since approximately 60% of those driven out were U.S. citizens.) and took place without due process. The Immigration and Naturalization Service targeted Mexicans because of "the proximity of the Mexican border, the physical distinctiveness of mestizos, and easily identifiable barrios." The Repatriation is not widely discussed in American history textbooks; in a 2006 survey of the nine most commonly used American history textbooks in the United States, four did not mention the Repatriation, and only one devoted more than half a page to the topic. In total, they devoted four pages to the Repatriation, compared with eighteen pages for the Japanese American internment. 

These actions were authorized by President Herbert Hoover and targeted areas with large Hispanic populations, mostly in California, Texas, Colorado, Illinois and Michigan
The rewards of the "Coolidge Prosperity" of the 1920's were not shared evenly among all Americans--In 1929, the top 0.1 percentage of Americans had a combined income equal to the bottom 42%. That same top 0.1 percentage of Americans in 1929 controlled 34% of all savings, while 80% of Americans had no savings at all. Wages increased at a rate one fourth as fast as productivity increased, throwing off any balance between supply and demand
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October 24, 1929—Black Thursday as the stock market began to crash—by mid-November, there was a paper loss of $ 26 billion—only 2% of Americans owned stock so they majority was not directly affected but soon there were plant closings and job losses—in 1930, 1,300 banks failed—US Steel cut wages 10%

From this point on, all issues dramatically changed as the country was clearly in a crisis—Hoover took the position that it was not the responsibility of the government to intervene and that eventually the economy would rebound—the Democrats, with more support among working-class voters, turned to a whole new approach of government responsibility—

By 1931, the Depression in the US had spread to Europe and East Asia and provided the most severe social conflict since the Civil War—pushed to political extremes: socialism and communism v fascism and militarism and ethnocentric nationalism—the economic collapse had repercussions in so many areas that eventually led to military fighting—


Still secretary of the treasury, Mellon became unpopular with the onset of the Great Depression. He advised Herbert Hoover to "Let the slump liquidate itself. Liquidate labor, liquidate stocks, liquidate farmers, liquidate real estate… it will purge the rottenness out of the system. High costs of living and high living will come down. People will work harder, live a more moral life. Values will be adjusted, and enterprising people will pick up from less competent people” (WBA, p. 368)—“The final solution of unemployment is work.” Calvin Coolidge. 
Hoover predicted that the worst effects would be over in 60 days but began to move when he realized that the crash was deeper and longer than expected—while he is usually trashed as ineffective in this crisis, Nash insists that Hoover “acted aggressively to stem the economic collapse . . . and did not sit idly by and watch the country drift toward disorder” (p.587) but basically called conferences and tried to find ways to create voluntary programs to deal with unemployment---over the three years, however, many Americans began to blame Hoover and he became bitter and isolated—

Trickle-down economics

1931—economy took another plunge and by the spring of 1933, 15 million people were out of work—construction dropped 78%, manufacturing 54% and the steel industry was operating at 12% of capacity—really the whole international monetary system collapsed—the other European countries had not really recovered from the devastation of war so their economies were in worse shape—the US passed tariffs like Smoot-Hawley Tariff in 1930 which raised import fees to the highest levels ever—Germany was unable to continue reparations to France and Britain, who then stopped paying loans to the US so the Depression worsened in 1930-31—in 1931, the largest bank in Austria collapsed and Germany suffered from hyperinflation--


Unemployment was worst in single-industry towns, like Detroit and Pittsburgh, even though some major corporations, like GE and Westinghouse (which had learned in the 1920 the importance of stability) tried to retain their most skilled and experienced workers—10% of ACWA members were working—unemployment rate of 40% in Detroit--

Nash claims “there was never any real danger of revolution” and that people were more despairing than angry—sporadic protests, especially among farmers—for unemployed blacks and tenant farmers, they barely noticed since they were already living in depressed conditions—98% of Americans did not own stock so they did not suffer directly—


Altered family life and structure as women looked for work and as people moved in with relatives--


Huge transient population, riding the rails—250,000 youth under the age of 21 had left home in search of work—Nash describes the movie Wild Boys of the Road (1933) in which a young man first rides the rails for fun and then, after his father goes bankrupt, does it for real—later became one of the 3 million youths who worked in the CCC, earning $ 30/month ($25 sent home, $ 5 kept for spending)—
Hoovervilles—shanty towns created by homeless populations-- Democrats coined other terms, such as "Hoover blanket" (old newspaper used as blanketing) and "Hoover flag" (an empty pocket turned inside out). "Hoover leather" was cardboard used to line a shoe with the sole worn through--a "Hoover wagon" was an automobile with horses tied to it because the owner could not afford fuel—in 1941, Sullivan’s Travels showed a man who accidently becomes a Hooverville resident—

Pressure to fire married women so that men could keep working—racial and ethnic discrimination and hostilities—anti-Asian riots in California where Chinese dominated the small hand laundry business and were facing competition from large mechanized steam laundries—Senator Theodore G. Bilbo of MS suggested that the unemployment problem could be solved by shipping 12 million blacks back to Africa—the United Spanish War Veterans urged the deportation of 10 million foreign-born workers (about 6 million more than were actually in the US)
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The Scottsboro Boys (1931)—nine young black men were falsely accused of raping two white women on a freight train—eight were convicted in rigged trials and sentenced to death—eventually the sentences were overturned [see photo on p. 591]—


In rural areas, the economic collapse was intensified by the Dust Bowl drought between 1934-1941, when normal rainfall returned—severe wind erosion between 1935-38—one storm in March, 1935 carried off more dirt than had been dug during the construction of the Panama Canal—occasionally children caught outside during a dust storm died of suffocation—partly the result of new farming practices, after farmers plowed up the grassy plains to plant wheat and the wheat crop did not hold the soil in place—“ecological disaster”—drove 16,000  Okies off the land—


Huge human cost in the Depression—many “middle-class” workers internalized the collapse of the system as a personal failure—“It’s my own fault. I wasn’t smart enough.”


Edward R. Ellis. “What the Depression Did to People.” 1970. “The Depression smashed into the nation with such fury that men groped for superlatives to express its impact and meaning.”—like “the explosion of a bomb dropped in the middle of society”--


Even Charles Schwab expressed fear—really brought into question the actions and morality of the rich class—Henry Ford remarked that the Depression was “a wholesome thing in general”—business lost its prestige and a concern for “human values” grew as the culture of the country changed--


The response of the Hoover administration was paralysis: both ideologically and practically— there were no expectations for the federal government to provide direct relief—the government had about 750,000 workers, and “only the Post Office touched the lives of most Americans” (WBA, p. 380)—no draft, no system of federal aid to states or cities or farmers or unemployed--basically the federal government had lost its strength--no federal aid, no unemployment and Hoover, a “self-made” millionaire believed that the primary role of the federal government in the crisis was to coordinate state and local aid and charity—insisted that relief was a local responsibility and that any federal aid would strike at “the roots of self-government”—endorsed a $45 million appropriation to feed livestock of Arkansas farmers but vetoed a grant of $ 25 million to feed the farmers’ families--needed to restore “business confidence”—passage of Agricultural Marketing Act of 1929 to provide $500 million in loans to marketing co-operatives but all based on voluntarism--tried to encourage voluntary efforts among businessmen and local governments but only 8 states had any kind of unemployment insurance--—set up the Reconstruction Finance Corporation to develop loans failing businesses and banks—European countries had national programs for health insurance and pensions—in Detroit, Gov. Frank Murphy, elected in 1930, set up municipal feeding stations that served 14,000 people daily and opened emergency shelters in empty factories—

SELF-HELP—workers and farmers looked to networks of support and charity—sharecroppers and workers thought credit would be extended to them by local merchants—in industrial areas, workers shared work-sharing schedules—churches, ethnic societies and local savings and loans also stepped up—eventually, in Chicago, for example, 80% of all neighborhood banks failed—

Co-ops started in cities like Seattle, where the Unemployed Citizens League, a “republic of the penniless” made idle fishing boats available and convinced farmers to let unemployed workers dig potatoes and pick apples, and traded work and skills: bartered haircuts, shoe and furniture repair—eventually about 300,000 people were involved in 37 states in this informal “exchange economy” (WBA, p. 387)

POOR PEOPLES MOVEMENTS

THE BONUS MARCHERS
--43,000 marchers (or 10,000 or 17,00 depending upon who’s counting), led by Walter W. Waters, a former army sergeant from Portland, OR, and encouraged by retired USMC General Smedley P. Butler,  came to Washington in the spring and summer of 1932 to demand immediate cash payment for their Service Certificates, which were not payable until 1945—set up a “shantytown” called Bonus City in Anacostia with their wives and families—Waters proclaimed: “We’re here for the duration and we're not going to starve”-- on June 15, the Senate voted against the bonus bill and many discouraged veterans headed for home—calling them “communists,” Hoover refused to negotiate with them so on July 28, Attorney-General   Mitchell ordered all of the marchers removed from government property, and troops led by McArthur and Eisenhower (although Hiltzik claims “Eisenhower looked on in dismay” p. 6), supported by six tanks directed by George Patton, drove out  The Bonus Army, their wives and children with fixed bayonets and adamsite gas, an arsenical vomiting agent, and their shelters and belongings burned—civil servants from DC offices left work to watch the Army attack its own veterans—at first, the Bonus Marchers thought the troops were there in support but after the troops charged, the spectators jeered “Shame, shame”-- two of the veterans, and an unknown number of babies and children, died (accounts range from one to "a number" of casualties)—McArthur claimed that the without dispersing the Bonus Marchers,  “the institutions of our Government would have been severely threatened”--when FDR heard about the government’s response, he supposedly remarked to Felix Frankfurter, “Well, Felix, this elects me.” 
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After the election of FDR, Eleanor Roosevelt urged the marchers to apply for jobs building the Overseas Highway to Key West—in 1936, Congress overrode a FDR veto to give the marchers their certificate money—the controversy over the treatment of the veterans led to passage in 1944 of the GI Bill of Rights, which guaranteed immediate assistance to veterans
“Fight Don’t Starve” and “Work or Wages” were radical slogans—Communist party organized March 6, 1930 as “International Unemployment Day”—anti-eviction movements—farmers fought auctions and intimidated prospective buyers—Communist Party was especially strong in black areas of the south—Sharecroppers Union in Alabama—
FORD HUNGER MARCH (March 7, 1932)—Ford had laid off 6,000 workers and the Auto Workers Union led a march to demand work— On March 6, William Z. Foster, secretary of the Communist labor federation known as the Trade Union Unity League, gave a speech in Detroit in preparation for the march. There were 14 demands that the marchers intended to present to Henry Ford, including demands for 

· rehiring of the unemployed, 
· health care, 
· an end to racial discrimination, 
· winter fuel for the unemployed, 
· abolishment of company spies and private police, and 
· the right to organize unions
Ford guards and Dearborn police shot tear gas and killed four workers—within days, hundreds of suspected “reds” were arrested—20,000 people marched at a funeral for the four dead demonstrators--

THE NATION OF ISLAM (July, 1930)—founded in Detroit by Wallace D. Fard (Muhammad), who claimed to be both the Messiah of Christianity and the Mahdi (the prophesied redeemer who will come back to earth) of Islam—W.F. Muhammad set out with the goal of resurrecting the spiritual, mental, social, and economic condition of the African American men and women of America—involves strict family structures, no eating pork-the N.O.I. also promotes the belief that God will bring about a universal government of peace—divided the population into three district groups:
1. The deaf, dumb and blind masses, “ representing 85% of the population who are easily led in the wrong direction and hard to lead in the right direction”
2. The slave-makers, consisting of 10% of the population, who manipulate the masses through ignorance, the skillful use of religious doctrine and the mass media
3. The righteous teachers, the remaining 5%, who constantly battle with the slave-makers to reach and free the minds of the masses 

Malcolm X became the most famous proponent of the NOI in 1952 and was a popular and controversial figure before his assassination on February 21, 1965—he had converted to Sunni Islam and broken with Elijah Muhammad and will be covered in the 1960s chapter—in August, 2010, a collection of more than 1,000 documents relating to the founding of NOI were found in the attic of a house in Detroit, including details of the organization’s early structure and a letter signed by W.F. Muhammad

FARMERS PROTESTS—protested foreclosures—huge crowds gathered and bid nickels on a dollar, forcing the banks to accept the loss-in Perry, IA, for example, a creditor collected only $45.05 on a debt of $2,500.00 (Hiltzik, p. 18)

As governor of New York, FDR believed in government intervention to aid citizens, unlike conservatives who thought the economic crisis was positive because it separated the strong from the weak and that any government help would only reduce the sense of self-reliance and reward “the losers” in an economic struggle—FDR created Temporary Emergency Relief Administration (TERA) in 1931 with $20 million in aid—this became a key part of his platform in the 1932 election
1932  ELECTION

A major political shift that changed the structure of the government and the culture of the country until 1980--not even close as Hoover was very unpopular— FDR won all but 6 states, though with 57% of the popular vote, with an Electoral College margin of 472-59 (see maps on p. 868)--many blamed Hoover personally for the Depression—as governor of NY, FDR had supported state aid to the unemployed “not as a matter of charity, but as a matter of social duty” (p.590)—campaign both for expanded relief and for a balanced federal budget—

Good site http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h894.html 


As Roark shows, however, the Democratic Party was severely divided:

1. Southern Democrats were segregationist, religious/Protestant and social conservatives

2. Northern urban Democrats, often immigrant background, largely Catholic
3. The wets (rural, native-born) and the drys (immigrant and urban)

4. Eastern financial leaders and “angry” farmers and workers

5. Isolationists and internationalists

Both candidates used the radio to reach the voters during the 1932 campaign. Hoover's addresses were logical and competently delivered, but lacked enthusiasm. Roosevelt, by contrast, had a magnificent radio voice and was able to convey a sense of competence and hope to the listeners.
            In his book The New Deal: A Modern History, Michael Hiltzik portrays the chaos between the election in November and the inauguration in March, a period shortened by 1936 as a result—Hoover resented FDR but wanted him to step forward to try to save the banking system with a joint statement but FDR refused, partly because he felt action needed to be taken and partly because he wanted to stick Hoover with all of the blame for the failures—Hiltzik is clearly influenced by the current financial crisis and shows the similarities—

One big issue is that FDR attacked Hoover for not holding to a balanced budget—the Reconstruction Finance Corporation had already pumped more than $ 400 million in backs across the country in the first six months of 1932 (Hiltzik, p. 11) to keep them from closing—818 banks had failed in first six months, then 635 more by the end of the year--also had to deal with requests from the British and French to delays the payment of $ 125 million in war debt payments—the US had loaned $ 10 billion to the Allies
In January, 1933, as more banks threatened to close, federal officials asked Henry Ford to invest in a Detroit bank but Ford refused—when told that that every bank in Michigan might close, Ford replied: “All right, then let’s have it that way. Let the crash come. Everything will go down the chute. But I feel young. I can build up again.” (Hiltzik, p. 15)

Attempted assassination--On February 15, 1933, Chicago Mayor Anton Cermak was in Miami, Florida, and had the opportunity to shake hands with Roosevelt at an event in Bayfront Park. A young immigrant named Giuseppe Zangara stood up on a bench and fired several shots, one of which struck Cermak in the lung—supposedly because the chair on which Zangara stood wobbled as he fired. Four other people were also injured. FDR visited Cermak before his death, and Cermak told him, "I'm glad it was me instead of you." --An example of swift justice, Zangara pled guilty five days later and was sentenced to 80 years in Raiford Prison, located in central Florida. At his sentencing Zangara said of the President-elect, "I decide to kill him and make him suffer. I want to make it 50-50. Since my stomach hurt I want to make even with capitalists by kill the President. My stomach hurt long time."

Anton Cermak died from his wounds two weeks later, and Zangara was immediately tried for his murder, sentenced to the electric chair and executed on March 20 at Raiford. Unrepentant, Zangara was cursing and railing against capitalists as he was put to death.

Even back then the “tin foil hat brigade”—people whose knowledge contradicts a widely-held belief--was in force, and rumors abounded that Cermak was the intended target all along as part of a hit ordered by Al Capone, because of Cermak's stance on Chicago's organized crime. 

Video of assassination http://chicagoist.com/2009/03/06/friday_flashback_the_assassination.php 

March  1932—FDR inaugurated

In his acceptance speech, FDR stated:” Throughout the nation men and women, forgotten in the political philosophy of the Government, look to us here for guidance and for more equitable opportunity to share in the distribution of national wealth... I pledge you, I pledge myself to a new deal for the American people... This is more than a political campaign. It is a call to arms.” –ironically, FDR criticized Hoover for running up huge federal deficits—FDR committed himself to “bold persistent experimentation” to help “the forgotten man at the bottom of the pyramid”


“The only thing you have to fear is fear itself”


Hiltzik’s book gives great background on the speech, including research on the “fear” quotation back to Francis Bacon in the 17th century (pp. 30-31)
http://www.hpol.org/fdr/inaug/ --transcript/video of the inaugural address
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